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Rep. Honda Amendmentsto Give Military Families Relief,
and Save NASA AmesProgram Pass House Floor

WASHINGTON, June 11, 2003 — Today, the U.S. House of Representatives approved the
passage of H.R. 2115, the Flight 100--Century of Aviation Reauthorization Act, that included amendments
by Rep. Mike Honda (D-San Jose) thet urge every U.S. arline to offer al active members of the U.S.
armed forces reduced air fares, so they may more easly vigt their loved ones, and an amendment to save
the Aviation Safety Reporting Program based in NASA Ames Research Center. These two amendments
were initidly approved in the Aviaion Subcommittee of the Transportation Committee on May 14, 2003.
Amendment Urging Airlinesto Give Military Families Relief

Thisamendment, authored by Reps. Honda and Ellen Tauscher (D-Walnut Creek), urges
every U.S. arlineto offer al members of the U.S. armed forces on active duty reduced air fares
comparable to the lowest air fare for ticketed flights, in order for these soldiers to more eadily vist their
loved ones, and not be pendized for their unpredictable work schedules. On May 16, 2003, American
Airlines lisgened to the call, and launched a new systemwide fare sale for travel exclusvey for members of
the U.S. military on active duty and their dependent family members. “The defenders of our nation and thelr
families are more than deserving of these benefits, and | am ddighted that my colleaguesin Congress
agree,” said Rep. Honda. “American Airlines has given military familiesrdief. Now, we would like to see
dl of nation’sairlinesto respond in kind.”

Reps. Honda and Tauscher are working closdly with Blue Star M oms, an organization based in
San Ramon, Cdlif., comprised of mothers who have sons and daughters in the military

www.bluestarmoms.org
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Amendment to Save Aviation Safety Reporting Program based in NASA Ames

This amendment authored by Rep. Honda authorizes $3.4 million for the Aviation Safety Reporting
System based in NASA Ames Research Center. This amendment further requires that the Federa
Avidion Adminigration transmit to Congress areport on the long-term goas and objectives of the Aviation
Safety Reporting System and how such system interrelates with other safety reporting systems of the
Federd Government no later than 90 days after the date of enactment of this Act.

“l have spoken to countless pilots, mechanics, flight attendants, and airport personnel who trust the
ASRS program,” said Rep. Honda. “The fact isthat this program improves aviaion safety, and it must be
funded adequatdly.”

ASRS isthe worldwide modd for voluntary, confidentia, non-punitive safety reporting. Sinceits
inception in 1976, ASRS has received over 560,000 safety reports from active participants of the National
Aviation System, including pilats, ar traffic controllers, maintenance technicians, flight attendants, and
arport personnel. These reports have resulted in the issuance of over 3,000 safety derts to government
agencies and indugtry.

The success of ASRS liesin its ability to offer confidentidity and immunity to those who submit
reports on unintentiond violations of federd aviaion regulaions. Unfortunately, the program, despite its
success, is cash sarved. ASRS has been flat-funded since 1997. The $2.4 million it has received annudly
since 1997 has only adlowed it to analyze afraction of the total reportsit receives. Last year, for example,
ASRS could only eva uate 8,000 of the 38,000 reportsit collected.

Although the FAA does not administer the program, it dill has a srong role to play in the long-term
success of ASRS. Firdt, the FAA must fund the program at an gppropriate level--$3.4 million. Second,
the FAA must better establish avison and benchmarks for the program, and better integrate ASRS' s data

callection into its own safety work.
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